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4. What prophecies were fulfilled by the coming of Jesus the Messiah? 

    

      God proves his faithfulness in his word. One of the greatest examples of this is found in the hundreds 

of prophecies that predicted the coming of the Messiah. “Messiah” is the Hebrew word that is 

translated into Greek as “Christ.” It means “the Anointed One.” Each prophecy was made several 

hundred or even thousands of years before being fulfilled by Jesus Christ. It is important to remember 

that God promised to send the Messiah as part of his covenantal promise. Thus, we see in Jesus the 

Messiah not only the fulfillment of prophecy, but the faithfulness of God who keeps his covenantal 

promises. Consider for yourself the overwhelming amount of factual information revealed in the 

Scriptures. The record of these promises begins at the beginning of time, “He shall bruise your head, and 

you shall bruise his heel.” (Genesis 3:15) This was fulfilled when the devil hurt Christ on the cross. 

However, because of the resurrection, Satan’s blow inflicted on Jesus Christ would only last a few days. 

Jesus Christ gave the fatal blow to Satan’s head when he rose from the dead. He destroyed the power of 

the devil, fulfilled the Messianic expectation of the Old Testament, and revealed God’s covenantal 

faithfulness.  

    

    Here is some fun trivia. It would be mathematically impossible for anyone other than Jesus Christ to 

have fulfilled all the prophecies concerning him in the Old Testament. Peter Stoner in Science Speaks 

(Chicago: Moody Press, 1963) determines the probability of one man fulfilling just eight of the 

prophecies of the Old Testament for the Messiah to be 1 in 10 to the 17th power. Now let’s try to 

imagine what this means. If we took that many silver dollars (100,000,000,000,000,000) and laid them 

over the State of Texas, they would cover the state two feet deep. Now mark one of the silver dollars, 

stir the whole mass thoroughly, blindfold a person, and tell them that they can travel as far as they want 

but must pick up one silver dollar and say that it is the marked one. What “chance” would they have of 

picking up the right one? It would be the exact same odds of anyone fulfilling eight of the Messianic 

prophecies by chance alone. Peter Stoner then goes on to consider the possibility of any one person 

fulfilling 48 of the prophecies by chance. Here the odds jump to 1 in 10 to the 157th power. That 

number would look like this: 

 

1 out of 

100,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,

000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,

000,000,000,000,000  

Now, consider the fact that Jesus fulfilled hundreds. He was and is the promised Messiah. 

 

Bible passages to read: see chart #1 for a list of 50 fulfilled prophecies; chart #2 for a list of 351 

 

Questions to ponder:  

1. Do you believe Jesus is the promised Messiah? Why / why not? 

2. How does the fulfillment of prophecies strengthen your faith? 

3. What can you learn about Jesus from these Old Testament prophecies? 
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4. What do those who doubt Scripture do with these prophecies? 

5. Explain how Scripture is self-authenticating (proves itself) by the fulfillment of prophecies? 


